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SouthShore Forest Consultants 
PO Box 2203, Sidney BC V8L-3S8 
Phone: (250) 893-9056, email:  butcherlodi@aol.com 
GST # 777095324 RC001 
Work Safe BC # 968408 
Insurance/ Seafirst Brentwood (CFC Underwriting – 5 Million Dollar Liability- Policy PSG03515712) 
Incorporation # BC1069996 Ltd. 

 

RE:  Arborist Assessment & Tree Protection Plan (TPP) 
 

Background/Scope of Work 
 
SouthShore Forest Consultants was contacted by Gus Ciofani (client), a residential property 
developer in regards to a proposed residential development at 820 Bexhill Place in the City of 
Colwood BC.  The client is requesting that SouthShore Forest Consultants provide Arborist 
consultation in regards to a Tree Management Plan for the site.  Under the existing proposal we 
have identified approximately twenty-seven (27) trees which will require removal during the 
Development/Servicing phase of the project.  Our assessment of the site has identified five (5) 
trees which can be retained and protected.  
 
The site primary development area of the site contains most of the existing trees.   Direct 
impacts associated to the proposed building, garage and driveway alignment will require the 
removal of 27 trees.   
 
Gus Ciofani has requested that SouthShore Forest Consultants provide a Basic Visual Tree 
Assessment (BVTA) and Tree Management Plan (TMP) for the site located at 820 Bexhill Place in 
the City of Colwood.   
   
SouthShore Forest Consultants agreed to accept the Arborist Services and provide the findings 
in an Arborist Report form.  The Tree Management Plan will identify tree preservation/removal 
and remedial plans for the trees positioned within and near the site.      
 

Methodology 
 
In October, 2022 the property was entered and assessed by SouthShore Forest Consultants.  
Michael Butcher a Consulting Arborist provided the inspection and visual tree assessment for 
the site.  The weather that day was warm and clear.  A slight wind was detected and the 
temperature averaged 22 +/- degrees Celsius.  Dry weather conditions prevailed that morning.      
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The property was assessed from grade.   No form of diagnostic tools or invasive techniques 
were used during the assessment.  A “Basic Visual Tree Assessment” (BVTA) was performed 
while on site.   All tree measurements were made with the use of a standard metal forestry 
tape and Clinometer (height measurements).  Measurements and observations were recorded 
with the intent to provide a static representation of the area.  A “Tree Inventory” is provided 
within the report and will be referred to as Appendix “B”.  Photographs of the site were taken 
during the assessment and these are included as Appendix “A” of this report. 
 
During the assessment we observed, assessed and inventoried at total of thirty-two (32) trees 
positioned with in development zone.    Trees have been tagged with yellow plastic tree tags.  
Tag Numbers range from #430 to #460 & NT1.   Please refer to the Tree Inventory section of the 
report.  
 

Observations/Discussion 
 
During our site assessment we observed a large well-established parcel of land approximately 
0.50 of a, hectare in size.   Observed to be a rural residential parcel of land, the site was 
observed to be vacant (undeveloped) positioned between two (2) established residential lots.  
 
The site was observed to have several large Bylaw Protected size trees positioned throughout it.  
In this case our observations indicate that the development/building process phase will 
significantly affect tree retention within the site.  We observed native tree’s; Douglas-fir 
(Pseudotsuga menziesii), Pacific madrone (Arbutus menziesii), Garry oak (Quercus garryana) & 
big leaf maple (Acer macrophyllum) within the site.  Most of the trees within the site were 
assessed to be in fair to fair/poor condition.       
 
The development area of the site was observed to be fairly flat with sections of rock 
outcropping.  Our assessment of the site has determined that rock blasting will be required.  
The rear of the site slopes down towards the eastern property line. The rear of the site will not 
be developed, but could be impacted through landscape improvements – retaining walls and 
terracing for residential use.  
 
During our assessment we observed several dead and declining fir trees.  In this case we 
observed the forest pathogen “red ring rot” (Porodaedalea pini) fruiting bodies (mushrooms) 
on the stem of fir tree #452.  Appearing to be advanced the fruiting bodies were observed to be 
circling the stem of this tree.   
 
Several of the arbutus trees were observed to be infected with “madrone canker” 
(Neofusicoccum arbuti).  Several of the arbutus trees were observed to have poor structural 
formations, leaning relating to poor basal and/or root plate formations.  
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Tree Dynamics  
 
Bylaw Protected Trees & Site Impacts 
 

• Twenty-six (26) trees are protected under the current City of Colwood Tree Protection 
Bylaw.   

• Twenty-three (23) of the Bylaw Protected Trees have been identified for removal 
during the Development/Building Permit Stage of the project. 

• Development activity including excavation/grading/blasting & utility alignments will 
significantly impact each of the 23-tree identified for removal during the 
Development/Building Permit Stage. 

• The client will be responsible for the positioning of Tree Protection Fencing (TPF) along 
the perimeter all trees identified for preservation.  Further more we recommend that 
the rear of the site (Eastern portion) be protected to reduce staging and equipment 
storage during the project.   

   
 
Excavation Activity and Grading/Blasting – Interior of Site 
 

➢ Provide Project Arborist to observe and assess excavation and grading activities within 
the PRZ of trees identified for retention during the Development Permit Stage of the 
project.  

➢ Have Project Arborist monitor the demolition of the sites existing dwellings which are 
near the protected root zones of Bylaw Protected Trees.  

 
All of the TPF must be erected and installed in the proper locations.   SSFC staff must provide 
inspection and verification of fencing detail for municipal approval upon the completion of 
the tree removal stage.   
 
Each tree protection zone must be vacated of all construction materials and/or equipment.  
At no time can the fence be taken down unless the Project Arborist is contacted and approval 
is given.  In such cases the Project Arborist must assess and assist fence removal and 
combined impacts which are require for construction completion.  Michael Butcher 
250.893.9056 – 72 hours notice required.  
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Landing/Storage Area 
 

• Materials storage will be confined to the proposed new road dedication and open areas 
of the site. See Figure #1 – Site Map   

 
Compaction Reduction 
 

• Utilize “hog-fuel” / wood mulch in and around the outside of tree protection areas. 
(May be required in this case).   This will reduce the impacts to the tree Critical Root 
Zone (CRZ).   Project Arborist to assess and provide further recommendations.  Client to 
provide wood mulch on site for use (Utilize wood chip debris from proposed tree 
removal).  

 
Root Assessment and Observation 
 

• Provide Project Arborist for excavation observation and assessment when working 
within the Protected Root Zones of any Bylaw Protected Trees identified for retention.  
In this case we expect most interior trees to be removed due to building envelope 
positioning, hardscape & utility requirements.  

 
Tree Pruning – Elevation  
 

• Ensure that any pruning requirements are performed to meet Tree Care Industry 
Standards.  The ANSI A300 pruning guidelines shall be utilized for all tree and shrub 
pruning.  

 
Although the site has been assessed, trees in the landscape are dynamic and changes could 
occur.  This report is a static representation of the site during our assessment.   
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Recommendations  
 

 Provide tree protection fencing and Arborist Service to ensure the protection of trees 
identified for retention.  Ensure that the fencing is erected and positioned in the 
identified location within the site.  

 Provide a signage on the TPF to indicate a Tree Protection and/or environmental 
requirements.  

 Provide Project Arborist for all excavation and soil grading activity within the PRZ of 
Bylaw Protected Trees.  This will include the demolition phase of the project and 
blasting requirements within the site.  

 Provide the permitting for the removal of twenty-three (23) Bylaw Protected Trees 
within the site.  

 Provide tree replacement and mitigation within the site and/or at a suitable location 
permitted by the City of Colwood. Under the existing tree replacement requirements, 
the client could be responsible for the replacement of 23 trees.    
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Michael Butcher      
SouthShore Forest Consultants    
BSc Forestry       
ISA-ON-0583A 
TRAQ# 1401 
 
 
 
 
ATTACHMENTS 
 

• Appendix A – Tree Inventory 

• Appendix B – Site Photos 
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Arborist Disclosure Statement: 

Arborist are tree specialists who use their education, training and experience to examine trees, 
recommend measures to enhance the beauty and health of trees, and attempt to reduce the 
risks.  
Arborist cannot detect every condition that could possibly lead to structural failure of a tree. 
Trees are living organisms that fail in ways we do not fully understand. Conditions are often 
hidden within trees and below the ground.  
Arborist cannot guarantee that the tree will be healthy and safe under all circumstances, or for 
a specific period of time. Trees are dynamic specimens, not static.  Changes in conditions 
including the environment are unknown. 
Remedial treatments cannot be guaranteed. 
Trees can be managed, but they cannot be controlled. The only way to eliminate all risk is to 

eliminate all trees. 

 

 

Tree Assessment Condition Rating 

Good -  A tree specimen which is exempt defects, branch dieback, moderate insect and fungal identification.  This tree has 

 evenly distributed branching, trunk development and flare.  The root zone is undisturbed, leaf, bud and flower 

 production and elongation are normal for its distribution. 

Fair -  A tree specimen which has minor defects, branch dieback, previous limb failure, identification of cavities and insect, or 

 fungal identification.  This tree has multiple (2-3) primary stem attachments; previous utility pruning, callus growth 

 and poor wound wood development.  Minor root girdling, soil heave and identifiable mechanical damage to the 

 root flare or root zone. 

Poor- A tree specimen where 30-40% of the canopy is identifiably dead, large dead primary branching, limited leaf 

production, bud development and stem elongation.  Limb loss or failure, and heavy storm damage leading to uneven 

weight distribution.  Large pockets of decay, multiple cavities, heavy insect and fungal infection.  Root crown damage 

or mechanical severing of roots.  Root plate shifting, heavy lean and movement of soil. 

Dead-  Tree has been observed to be dead with no leaf, foliar and bud development.  No stump sprouts and root suckers are 

 present.  
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Excavation Process and Recommendation for Tree Root Zones 
 

1. Provide and schedule Project Arborist to assess site prior to construction. 

2. Inventory and identify trees and hazards which could complicate excavation process. 

3. Utilize hand tools and cutting equipment when large tree roots are anticipated. 

4. Provide small rubberized track excavation equipment which will reduce soil 

compaction. 

5. Excavator operator must be well informed about dig site and goal to complete 

project. 

6. Use shallow excavation sweeps across the site to establish a depth which roots can 

be easily identified. (3cm to 5cm in depth of soil for each sweep across the soil face)   

7. Roots greater than 6cm in diameter should be preserved and inspected by the 

Project Arborist.  The project arborist will determine if roots should be pruned or 

cut.   

8. All roots greater than 6cm in diameter should be identified and documented for 

project records.   

9. Photos are highly recommended for documentation purposes.   

 Assessment of the site may expose further tree issues or conditions.  If this occurs the project 
arborist will contact City of Colwood Staff for further recommendations. 
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Tree Protection Plan – General Notes 

 

i. Provide a detailed sign specifying that tree protection measures are in place and will be followed during 

the project.  Fines will be posted for malicious acts and can be placed on individuals who disregard the 

tree protection plan and its guidelines.  Signs will be placed at each entrance of the project detailing 

what is expected when working in potentially high impact tree protection zones. 

 

ii. Provide tree protection fencing for all trees identified with protection requirement in this report.  This 

fencing shall be four (4ft) feet in height and made of orange plastic.  If required, header and footer 

boards will be used to secure the protective fencing.  Use the City of Colwood tree protection 

specifications.   

 

iii. Tree protection and root protection signs will be placed on the fencing.  No entry will be allowed, unless 

specified by the project arborist and in their presents while on site.  

 

iv. Restrict vehicle traffic to designated access routes and travel lanes to avoid soil compaction and 

vegetation disturbances.   

 

v. Make all necessary precautions to prevent the storage of material, equipment, stockpiling of aggregate 

or excavated soils within tree protection areas.  No dumping of fuels, oils or washing of concrete fluids 

will be allowed in tree protection zones.   

 

vi. Provide an onsite arborist when a risk of root damage, root cutting or limb removal is required within 

the tree protection zone.   

 

vii. Avoid alterations to existing hydrological patterns to minimize vegetation impacts to the site. 

 

viii. The use of a project arborist is required to provide layout of tree protection zones.  The project 

arborist(s) will provide pre-construction information to all parties involved with the project.  The 

arborist must be notified 72hrs prior to construction activities in sensitive areas.  The project arborist 

should be used to provide root and branch pruning when diameters are greater than 6cm. 

 

ix. At no time will tree protection zones be removed from the project unless approved by the project 

arborist.  
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Figure #1 – Tree Inventory  
 

 

 
 

Terms & Meanings 

 
DBH – Diameter Breast Height, tree stem measured at approximately 1.4m above grade. 

 

PRZ – Protected Root Zone, (10cm of trunk diameter = to 1.8m of protection distance) - out from the tree stem. 

 

Tree Condition - (G, F, P), G = Good, F = Fair, P = Poor (Condition is a combination of health + structure). 

 

Impact - (L, M, H), expected development interaction required within tree root, branch and stem zones.  

 

Bylaw Protected - in the City of Colwood all Native Tree Species tree species and trees greater than that 60cm in diameter are 

protected. 

 

CRZ – Critical Root Zone, a zone below grade which usually contains the large structural roots formations. 

Impact B ylaw

L,M,H P ro tect

ed

430 Arbutus 13 6 3 F/P L/M Yes X

431 Arbutus 18 6 3 F/P M/H Yes X

432 D Fir 58 11 10 Dead H No X

433 D Fir 36 11 6 Dead H No X

434 Arbutus 23 7 4 F/P H Yes X

435 Arbutus 20 7 4 F/P H Yes X

436 D Fir 85 26 16 F/F H Yes X

437 D Fir 41 23 8 F/F H Yes X

438 D Fir 46 21 8 F/F H Yes X

439 D Fir 20 13 4 F/F H Yes X

440 D Fir 37 20 6 F/F H Yes X

441 D Fir 60 24 12 F-F/P H Yes X

442 D Fir 49 22 8 F/P H Yes X

443 D Fir 48 22 8 F/P H Yes X

444 D Fir 56 28 16 F/F H Yes X

445 G Oak 22 11 4 F-F/P H Yes X

446 D Fir 36 10 6 F/P H Yes X

447 Arbutus 30 10 6 F/P H Yes X

448 Arbutus 34 14 6 F/P H Yes X

449 Arbutus 27 9 5 F/P H Yes X

450 D Fir 17 6 3 F/P H Yes X

N/T Arbutus 7 2 2 F/P H Yes X

451 Arbutus 48 18 8 F/P H Yes X

452 D Fir 58 26 10 F/P H Yes X

Footprint- footprint driveway- remove

Footprint driveway- parking pad

Southshore Forest Consultants
APPENDIX A - TREE INVENTORY/HAZARD RATINGS SUMMARY

Location: 820 Bexhill Place Colwood BC Date:10/03/2022 Page #:  1

 Conditions: Sunny, clear, 22 degrees +/-, wind 1-4 km/hr     Vacant lot- proposed single family dwelling

Cond. 

G,F,P

Remove to grade- dead standing

Remove to grade- dead standing

Building footprint- remove

Remove to grade- driveway impact

PRZ 

(m)

Retain RemoveTAG # Spec. DBH 

(cm)

Ht 

(m)

Building footprint- remove

3x stem- remove to grade- driveway

Building footprint- remove

Remove to grade- driveway impact

Remove to grade- driveway impact

Remove to grade- driveway impact

Remove to grade- driveway impact

Footprint driveway- parking pad

Building footprint- remove

Comments/Recommendations

Retain and protect

Remove to grade- excavation impacts

Remove to grade- dead standing

2x stem- driveway- remove

Phillinus- footprint driveway- remove

Building footprint- remove

Building footprint- remove

Phellinus- footprint remove

Phellinus- footprint remove

453 D Fir 69 27 12 F/P H Yes X

454 Arbutus 33 11 6 F/P H Yes X

455 Arbutus 25 6 5 F-F/P H Yes X

456 Arbutus 30 6 6 F/P L/M Yes X

457 D Fir 11 6 3 F/P L/M Yes X

458 Arbutus 26 6 5 F/P L/M Yes X

459 D Fir 25 6 5 F-F/P L/M Yes X

460 Arbutus 38 9 6 F/P H Yes X Driveway/garage- heavy lean- remove

Direct impact- building footprint

Preserve and protect

Preserve and protect

Preserve and protect

Preserve and protect

Phellinus-footprint- remove

Direct impact- building footprint
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Appendix “A”  

 
Figure #1 – Site Map – Proposed Lot Design & Tree Protection Fencing 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

#431 - #446 – Direct 

impact – remove to 

grade 

#460- 

arbutus 

#447 - #455 

Direct impact 

– remove to 

grade 

#430 – arbutus – 

retain & protect 

#456 - #459 – 

retain & 

protect 

Tree Protection Fencing (TPF)  

Staging Area   

 

Staging Area  

Staging Area 
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Site Photos  

 

 

Photo #1 – 820 Bexhill Place – Front of Lot 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Dead standing fir trees - 

#432 & #433 

Landscape Area to be retained and protected during the duration of 

the project.   

Arbutus #430 to 

be retained and 

protected 
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Photo #2 – Fir trees & Garry Oak – North Side of Lot  

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Trees #336 to #345 – 

proposed for removal 
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Photo #3 – Fir and Arbutus Trees - #456 - #459 

 

 

 
 

Each of these trees have been identified for retention and protection under the existing proposal.  

Tree Protection fencing shall be required to be positioned approximately 1m out side the tree 

groupings drip-line.  
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Figure #2 – Site Map – Post Development  
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Photo #4 – Tree Protection Fencing  

 

 

 
 

In this photo you can see an example of an acceptable tree protection fencing barrier.  The 

Municipal Boulevard must be protected to reduce soil and root compaction.  The TPF fence shall 

have a posted sign reading “Tree Protection Area – No Admittance”. 
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Photo #5 – Tree Protection Signage   
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Figure #3 – Tree Protection Guidelines – City of Colwood 
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Proposed Residence For:

121-328 Wale Road
Victoria BC.

V9B 0J8
Phone 250 474 6122

colwooddesignline.com
email designline@shaw.ca

GUS CIOFANI

DECEMBER 2022

820 BEXHILL PLACE

FOR DEVELOPMENT PERMIT

HIGHLIGHTED
LEVELS

AND SOME
SLIGHT

ADJUSTMENTS
DECEMBER 7 2022

SITE / LANDSCAPE PLAN
1:200

VARIOUS 1 OF 6

METRIC FEET PROPOSED % RATIO TOTAL

LOT AREA 1791.2 19,281 SF

LOT COVERAGE  35% MAX 626.9 MAX 6748.4 MAX

HOUSE LOWER FLOOR  AND SUPPORTED MAIN FLOOR 1540.5

GARAGE 633

COVERED ENTRY 75

BALCONIES-MAIN AND CANTILEVERED MAIN FLOOR 769

TOTAL  PROPOSED 280.3 3017.5 3017.5 15.65%

FLOOR SPACE RATIO .4 MAX or 350M2 3767.5 MAX

LOWER FLOOR 1479.5

MAIN FLOOR NOT INC STAIRWELL AND ELEVATOR 3671 SF 2190.5

GARAGE  OVER- 50M2/538SF-633 SF 95

TOTAL FSR 349.8 M2 3765 3765 0.2

YARDS

FRONT 7.5 47.391M

REAR 7.5 8.4M

SIDES 3M MIN 6 3+5.12=8.12

PARKING 2 MIN 4

BUILDING HEIGHT 8.5 8.4

SITE STATS

350M2

PARAMETER RS-1 ZONE REQUIREMENTS PROPOSED

FLOOR AREA RATIO 0.4 or 350M2 .2 or 349.8M2

BUILDING HEIGHT 8.5M 8.4

LOT COVERAGE 35% 15.65%

FRONT YARD SET BACK PRINCIPAL BUILDING 7.5M 47.391M

SIDE YARD PRINCIPAL BUILDING 3M 3M 5.12M

REAR YARD SET BACK PRINCIPAL BUILDING 7.5M 8.4

PARKING 3 4

PROJECT INFORMATION TABLE

M
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